Ž w x. He is also the creator of the celebrated Foata bijection see 4 , the Ž w x. co-creator of the first general theorem in rook theory see 9 and the Ž w x. co-developer of partially commutative free monoids see 2 ; he has helped give rise to the theory of species while providing the first combina-Ž w x. torial proof of a classical identity on orthogonal polynomials see 5 .
Dominique Foata has coined the term 'Classical Combinatorics,' which may seem unusual for a relatively new field, but nonetheless, quite apt. For a good example of his command of this field, see his recent paper with w x Zeilberger 11 . However, the influence that Dominique has had on the combinatorics community is equally important. ''Classical Combinatorics: An International Conference,'' also known as ''the FoataFest,'' was a conference held at Temple University in Philadelphia in June 2000 in honor of his 65th birthday. The proceedings published in this special issue offer a glimpse of the deep and continuing impact that Dominique Foata has had on Algebraic Combinatorics.
